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PRIVATE JOSEPH ARROWSMITH M., M,

Pte., Joseph Arrowsmith, Nentwich Road, Middlewich enlisted at
Middlewich on the 20th. November, 1915, joilning the Grenadier
Guards (2nd. Batt.), end now belongs to the Mechine Gun Section.
After training he went to Frence on the 28th, August, 1916.

He went through the Bettle of the Scmme,.going over the pearapet
several times, and on one occasion got slightly wounded.

On July 31lst. lest he wes in the Battle for Pilken Ridge in
which the British were successful. He went over the top, &nd
susteined a shrapnel wound on the right side of the head.

Instead of going to the dressing stetion he had the wound
bandaged up &heﬁe, and pluckily. carried on, helping with the
dressing of the wounded under fire, and carrying them a short
distence to the resr for the R, A, M, C., to pick up. His bravery
can better be imagined when it is steted that the Germens were
actively shelling them at the time, shells dropping all round

him, and killing two of his compenions. After the battle

his Captein told him he should recommend him for the Military
Medal, and the Brigadier General of the Guards Division decorated
him with the ribbon about a fortnight later.

Pte. Arrowsmith was in the battle for Passchendale Ridge in
October last in which his brother of the 4th, Batt. of the
Guards was unfortunately killed when he first went in the trenches,
He hes raken part in several raids. He hes fought side by
siQe with the Irench, his mechine gun being on the extreme right
of the British line,next to the French, so that we mey say he

has been the British Army's right-hand man!
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Private Thomas Bancroft, 21241, 11th, % N 1 3

Liverpcol Regiment, is a native of Midélewich, 2nc is 26
at 5

yaars old. Prior to joininz the Army he worked at the Round-

house, Leasz, and aftsrwards on the L, & N, W, Railway at
Liverrool.
He enlisted on 10th, Novembar, 1914 at Liverpool, and went

to Franc> on 18th, Vay,

1915. His Battalion proc=2d2d
atraizht to Ypras for about six months, afterwards going to
Arras, and from thaers to the Sorme, !

In the Somme BBitla they followad the Kine's Royal Rifles
ovar ths paravet on the 18th, Ausust, 1918 to takes Nevil's
Wood. They took all they ware orderec to do, anc consolicata@d
their position. When they had finishad there was only half

of their mumbar 1a2ft, and only one officer re

inad. He
was recommanded for the Medal by the Tranch Mortar Batt2ry of
the Fing's Royal Rifles, and the Ribbon was pinnzdé on in
France by G2neral Coop=r, As a proof of his modesty ha
informad me that he did not know oxactly how he had aarnad
the distinction, but I elicited the fact that he had be2n

drasasing th? wounded under fire.

He roturnsd from the Somme to Arras for the offensive last
Tastar (9th. April), subsequently proceading to Ypres, whara
they wara standing to for the purposa of rainforcing the

Chashires at the time Sarcst,, James Ruane of Vidclewich ot

wornded.
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s the Army on 14th, May, 1917, hax
amployed at the Elsctro Bleach & By-Prod ots
-« want to France in Octeber, 1817. Ha 1s in the
dachinas Gun Jorps, and has baen in ha.rc-fo;wm angagoments at
Cambrai, Bullacourt, Armentieres and Scissons Wood,

On the 2lst, March last the enamy sent gas ovar ths British
Tines, and thie was followad by an intensa bombardment., Tha
Garmans then attecknd, Pte. Backett perceived them comine over
th2 top, & warnsd tha officers, & the cuns woaras aot out & opanad
firae, Thay resisted the enemy for savaral hours, but two of
the Eosc_ha ahal1s drovvad by tha ung, dblowing them uv and the
men with them, Their efficer, Lisut, Parcy, of Liverpool, had
his hand blown off & his leg saveraely shattarad, Pte Backatt ‘
succeadad in gatting him away to the dressing station, He &
th2 off'icer ware th» oniy two who got clear, all the others baing
aither kilied or taken prisoner, two gun teams being capturad.
Pta, Backett himself got 8lightly woundad in the shoulder.

Pte, Backett then gallantly voluntesred to try to got a saction
of men out of a vosition which was almost surroundad by the
enamy, who had got round their laft flank, He got to them, and
found that the Garmans had put some of their gung oud of action
and thay had had to tak2 cover in = dug~out,, Ho l;d the
officar and men in a direction which enablied them to ancapa
from tha oncoming anemy, who shortily afterwanrts took possss

of the rosition,

sion

For his spilendid services, dons at graat risk, Pta, D3«
was awarded the Vilitary Madal.

first in the town %o Join uwp, =% ho anlietad on th» %let, Ausust,
1014, Ha want to Frencs fn th» following year, Wa wes postad
4o the #7th, Fielé Ambulance of thea R, 4, W, C,, & has basn in
tha line throughout thz2 War, Tha notabls engagamante ha took
part in imoluds the Fattlas of loos, th2 Somme, & the fighting at
Ypres & Cao¥ral, He was attached to & femous fishting Division -
tha 9th, Scottish,

On March 2lst. last thay ware axpacting tha sreat Gorman
offansive, The 21st, Division was on thair richt. The Hungs
opanad their attack by gas-shelling tham for about five hours,
Lea=0rl1. Clarke'n mnit passad shout 400 stratcher casas through
in 24 hours. Tha anemy aventually broka throush the 21 at,
Division, but ths 9th, hold thoir position, They then eot
ilolntnc,}nl& the fune ware creaping ronnd tham, Ordéaras wara
givan to rotmat, Tea<pl, Mlarka'as it had 40 stretoher c2328
on thair hands, & it wns nacosaery that coma shonld stay behind

with them, Voluntafra wara callaé for, & a Sargant, Lea="pl,

Clarke & two privetoes couvragsously voluntanrad, Thay wara in

an old farm-house on 2 hill, devoid of cover of any kind, & ware
ghellad heavily a1l the time, baing cut off for about gix hours,
Tha 4th, South Africans mads = countaretteck, and drova tha Huns

back towards the originel line, & thus liberatac thom, & thay

zot all their cascs 22y, About 23 Garman plans bombad & machine-

sunnad tham whila thay ware ratrating. Af'ter marchine a
considarabla distanca, thay haltad for o ragt, & the anamy
drovpad four boms on huts whara thay wara shaltaring, Fach
bomb damolishad a hut, and 25 casualtiaa wara cauaad, Word¢ came
that they must avacuata, s tha GCarmans wars marching all throuch
th» night, Again an sopeal was mada Tor véluntesrs, and azein
was it promptly ﬁmonﬂ»ﬂ to hy tha smame zallant quartatte,
Tha "nginesrs blaw wp a brides to ratard the enoamy, and e '™
brave beys hnd to carry tha cases end wada tha etroanm, Thay

nmabas tha Naamwdfisa® mmelwhich atav bohind on a retraat to

the gung and Timbers as bast thay conld, snd by thair coolnaas &
bravery they got all ofthom mway. As thay clsarsd out of the
gtraot of ons village the Huns antered¢ st the other end of the
straot, Ons of thelr party got woundad, Thay raached tha main
body aftar marching for thres hours.

Ths Fielé Ambulance was grasted for this kind of work, and
consaguantly such work doss net often coms in for mcoenition;
wut theirs wne out of the ordinary, and thoir vlucky conduct
was noted, and tha Bergeant was swardad tha D, 0, ¥,, and lLoe-Opl,
Olaria and the two privates the M, W,

Tt should bo addad that two of Tea-Onl, Tliarks's brothars
also joinsd wp in 1914, and anothar hrothar anlimted whon of a2,
two baing in Frence, snd ons in Vedopotamia, o that the family
sgoutolson rameimu untarnishad te raflsct the rays of that sun
which Las never satsovar this grast liberty loving Pmpirs of ours,
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LOE-CPL. JAMES JINKES M,
Loa-0pl, James Jinks joined th2 8th. North Staffs., Rest. in 1 JOHN WOODBINE M. M
5 Yhe. o Js . M.
Novambar, 1914, and want to Franc> in July, 1915, where he was o BN
ultimataly transfarr2d to the West Yorks, H2 has a brothar in

- e Pte. Woodbine joined the Lencs. Fusiliers in Septr., 1914,
egopotamia who was woinded at the Dardenslles, g
Lee=Nnl, Jinke has basn"ovar tha top"four timas, Oh Gt end after training wes discharged on account of foot trouble.
He however presented himself again at Menchester, and was

albow ané l1eft log

occagion he recaivec shrapnel wounds in

delighted when he wes accepted. He went for treining &

anc¢ in Septr. last was badly wounded in the abdomen by shrapn

proceeded to France inl 1915 with the 12th. Manchesters.

and oparated on at the front. He has se2n considerable fig
in different parts of the line. He went through the bettle of the Somme end other prior
-en‘vwm*oa—,{n May, 1917 there wes a big bombardment on, engagements., At Delville Wood he was severely wounded in the
the G2rmans sending over larze numbars of zas and other shell 3
d other shells, heed & right shoulder, & it wag feared &t one time thet he
For two days they prevented food from b2ing sont up Ho those in
would lose his arm. After tresatment in Devonshire hospitals
the front 1ine tranch. Lee~Cpl, Jinks was the only on2 who

he returned to France in 1917.
knaw the way to th2 trench, having taken messages thore as

He toek pert in the fighting et Arres, & on the night of

Battalion Orderly; and the Mommanding Officar askad him to guide
a ration party to it. A party of sbout 60 men set off on a 16th. Septr., 1917 he acted as & gtretcher bearer in a raid

by the whole mmkmiikan pettalion on the enemy's trenches for

ritch-dark nicht, At times ha thousht he had Tost the way on
the purpose of getting informetion, destroying machine guns,

accoimt of the niimerous she?l-holes which had be>n mads.

Just befora they ot to the communication trench, abont half-way dug-outs, %PS ete. They inflicted & lot.of cesualties &
across. they wera shallad varv heavilv. the anamv atar—ahalls took meny prisoners. When returning the enemy shelled them
having v od h M
having revaaled them, One shell burst about five y2arcs ] violently with trench morters. It wes while this shelling
behiné m, ki1line thres of ti e .
> n¢ him, killing thre> of the party, and scattering tha wes going on that he brought in e sapper who wes badly wounded
others., It was with' congiderable difficu th he managad

ple difficulty that he managac & hed been blinded, getting him down the communicetion trench
to get them together asain in the dark, and he coes not hesitate i 1 4

st and scross No Men's Land as best he could. After putting

to say that they had all naturally got "the wind up" mors or less
b him in e shelter he went over sgain & fetched in & gergeant-

Fventually thay deliverad most of th2 bully beaf, biscuits and

= mejor who had both legs broken. Both are now recovering.

water to tha front 1ine trench, thus 2nabling thes men in the 2 & e

S rive 11hs €0 Hiold & their positions O ra Afterwards before daybreek he brought in the bodies of several
2 h the gsitions, n their return the

Ouartermaster Sevgeant inforwed the officar, and he. recommsnded who had been killed. Subsequently the Germens bombed their

wey down to the front line, so thet his plucky ection saved

him for th2 Military Vedal

the two men from being killed or teken prisoners. de wasg

n inl ns also m 2 i s
Lea~"pl1, Jinks w 180 mentionad in Dispatches for carrying

a massass to the firing line about "hristmas, 1975 whan the recommended to the Ceptain by the pletoon & sergeent, & awarded

Germans hac shelled tha cormmnications and destroved all tha the Military Medal on the 24th. Septr.

t21ephone wires
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