—————— T R AT T T s ek T LR — . — o b «
e MA S, WENS LgwTERR N L AP 193,
EXCAVATIONS AT THA ROMAW TOwil OF WIDDLGWICH (SALINAL),
1964 - 1971.

( 4 brief intorim report )

by J.D. Bostwick.

The gite of the Roman ecottlement at Middlewich hag
been under continuoug oxcavation gince 1964, in an effort
to determine the chronology and plan of tho town, and to
cxamine the industrial, social, and cconomic sgpectes of
Rowan inlend ealt productlon, traces of which wore first
suspreted by Watkin' , and setual remains found by
Atkinson and Harding 3.

The idantification of the sgite as SLHLINIS, of the
Baveiana (ogmoaraphy le now almost certailn; the moaning of
the name bolng "ealt works" % . The large quantity of
debris from Roman salt kilns, found during the oxcavations
of tho lagt ~ight years secm to substsntisto this
conclusion.

: The area in which Roman remains are found ig
bordered on the nerth by the River Dane, and on the wnrgt
bty the Croco, and the £inrld at tho confluence of these
rlvers hag long boen eallod the Harboro, Harboursg, or
Harbutt'e Field, Antiquarios of the last century thought
thiz to bo the git~ of a Roman auxiliary fort, but e
excavatlona by Atkingon in 1921 failod to find any
cvidence of military occupation.

Roman pottery and othor small objecte have been
fourd along King 8treet and to the south of Kinderton
Stroct, up to three quarters of a mile to the south of
thn River Danc, Tha Aata rangn of this pottery and the
cztent of its Algtribution make 1t obvious that a

; gattiement of considerable gize existed for almost the

! entire period of the Roman occupation of Britain. 1In

: 1964, the writer decided to carry out a gorins of
a¥cavations on widely geparated gites, to determine the
rxtent of Roman buildings, none having beon breviously
iocated with aqy coertainty.

Th~ first site to ba examlned (81ite B:
EJT76 T704658) on the east gidae of King Strceet adjacent to
No. 34, revealad tracrg of gloeper beams get in glots
forming the foundatione of wattle and daub walls. The
floors wore of pebblos, and thoe roof wae tlled; but the
remaing indicated that the bullding had been systematically
demoliched. The upper levels were digturbed by later
agriculiure and gardening. The surviving structure dated to
the carly gocona contury, and tracos of late first century
Pulldings of =2 gimilarp conetruction were found beneath it,
Later occupation wag brobahble on this spot duo to the lsate
gecond century pottery found in the disturboed levels. The
lack of apace availakle fer cxecavation made further
jﬁﬁgi}ficntion Impogeitle .
THOTES: 1. W.T. Watkin, Roman Cheshire, 1886.
L 2. Prof. D. Atkinson, Unpublished notes.
l 3+ Faolls Thorpson, Roman Cheshire, 1964, -
; ' be J.D. Bestwick, The Roman Town at Middlewich, (forthcoming).
} ' 5 Site 4 is designated to the Harding excavation of 1960,

the only work accurately located prior to 1964,
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Late 1n 1964, work began on an alghty feet square of

loand =d)rcrnt to 57, King Strent, (Site C: grild roforence T0356665)
the elte had rems=ined undisturbed and Roman timber buildinge

" ranging from thn late filret contury to the carly-mid fourth
contury =ere found in vlen form, The Anvelopmrnt of building
m~thode and the Incrraging elzn of Romano-RBritish Aomestis and
Induegtrlal etructures wag apparent. The ruildinge were all the
rogtorn ha1lf of = group adjacent to a street to the aaet; honce,
the front half of all phageg had bren Aegtroyed by the construction
of the modern rosd and house bullding.

Enough survived, howevor, to show that the sbructures had
plagtored walle of wattle and daub, and rooves of heavy Roman
tilee, the welght heing carried on internal posts; and internal
roomg being partitioned off with wattle and daub walle.

A vast quantity of pottery came from all phaseg of occupation,
ceprelally from the Aralnage ditches that ran behing and nlongside
the Flavian =nd Hadrianie bulldings, acting ae caves drip ditches
to Arsin awsy rein wator. Intornal cooking hcarths and debris from
local industriee indiecated that tha i1nhabitants producnd iron,
bronze and lead objecte, as well ae glasse, leather, and cloth;
for eslo presumsbly =% open ghep fronts located. ag on other
Romano-British gettinnients, ¢a ths adjacent strect.

The most importsnt group of giructures and industrial
remaing on glt~ C bolonged to the mid-sccond century, where a
gmall ealt worke had oparated an open brine kiln, and stored the
brine in large dolis or spheriecal amphorae sot into the flosr of

the yards. One of theso large vossels had the vord AMVRCSH

eeratched onto ite eidas, pbrobably referring to its contenta prior

to the 831t winning procesge® . Amurca was a brine lees produced
during the manufacture of olive oil, whilet muria was a brine
golution. The ligature of the "aM" may indicate a semi-literate
Briton trying to write "brine" ang confusing two similar Latin words.?

Remaing from the kiln inciuded flre bars and elay plated,
many fragments braring a galt glaze dus to high temporatures ang
gpllle of brine.

The firet phase of occupation on this gite wag clrea 4,D. 85,
and from this pariod come two large pits which contained gquantitics
of leather offcuts from tha manufacture of sandals, and also
three worn eandal 8oleg, in perfect conditien due to tha damp
eand and layerg of heathor, hazel, and hawthorn branches alge
threown into the lower lovels, Pottery, colns, and brooches wore
alee found.

The buildings of the srcond and third centuried follawed
almoet the gamn plan, but in the fourth century the width doubled
°nd corridors were adgeq on the north side. Thig perlod sgoems to
?azn gnnn qgitghproeporous, but the structures geem to have fallen

nto decay hy @ wid-lat~ fourth centur nd show
violent decstruction. oo " me sign of

/\
4 gold ring was found in tho late third centur etructu
Probably loet when 1t rolled through a erack in a bOaidod flooi?’

NOTES: 6. Britannia, Vol. 1, 1970, page 313.
7. Pliny, Natural History, XXXI.




3ite C wag probably unlque as en example of a completo
pilctur~ of thr Roman occupatlion %F ¥lddlewich, undisturbed by
latrr tullding or deoap ploughing

4 short nxcavation on Site D, (Grid roferonce 70366705)
rovasled mora timker beams snd pottery of the second century,
but limiteAd egpace made furthor work lmpossible.

Sltee E, Brooke Iane; and F, on the south side of
Kinderton Streot; were both blank, the Roman levele having
been degtroyed by canal building and house building.

A small scale Investigation adjacont to 22, King Street
revealed further sccond contury timber buildings (70356670),
agaln following the cagt to wegt alignment, as found on the
other gltes drecribed above. In a beam glot on thie gite were
found the romeins of 2 Roman folding camp stool, made from
bronze, iron, =nd wood, and dccorated by turncd bronze spacerag .

In March, 1969, bullding oporations in Dane Street,
Site G (70526555) gave an opportunity to cxamine briefly a
1 g - site 260 frot by 60 fect. Mochanicsl excavators were in
b action, btut 1t wses possible to deteect the beam slots of
R : goveral large Roman timber buildings ovor 110 fret in length
P : B and 40 feoet wide. 48 on Site C, the front scction of the
o ' > structurr wae digturbred@ and an overall plan was not obtalned.
k- § A cobbled streat (?) gix feot wideo with a parallnl ditch
e 4 running north to eouth was located, and on tho west side of
v e o B this, emaller timber structuros wero notrd underlying the
i B msdern road gurface of New King Strect. The group of structures
. had a1l boen demolished by the oarly third century, -nd the
timber poeste and beamsg had beon removed, pottery and rubbish
balng used to f111 the holes. & group of pot-shards, all
"wagtors" roegulting from over firing in the kiln, had boen
o : thrown into 2 post hole, thus providing the only cvidence of
oyt o 8 local pottery vroduction in the sccond century. The ware is
S i 8 hard gritty fabric in all forms, frem flagons, bowle, and
beskera, to large cooking pots.

In August, 1969, cxcavation began on a Cheehire County .

Council dovelopment gite on the north gide of Kinderrton Strerot

(Site I: 70576634). Tha work was divided into threo phases as
. . ; garden siltas bacame avallable, and ig etill proccceding in ite

e o B final etage. Phase 1 produced no evidence of Roman ocecupation
TEORERE R due to racent disturbance, but phase 2 revealed tha west end
: of timber buildings of the gccond century facing to tho east.

| Bohind thege bulldinge lay a bread oven threo feet in
. o Jiameter, and two double circular kilns, at first thought to
r . . . be pottery kilns, Further oxamlnatien of the kiln furniture
fire barg, otc., showea conslderable traces of salt glazing ’
in the form or fpllle and@ eplaehrs, and 1t thus grems
probable that thear kilne represent a more primitive form of
2 £alt ovaporstion kiln10 . Palrs of kilne of thig type have
boen reportnag by stkinson in 1922 in this part of the gite
Wlthin the adJacont bullding were foung a large pair of 1r6n

ghearg uend in the Drocege of fullin
Roman Bagogit &, and fairly common in

NOTES: 8. Journal of Roman Studies, Vols. LVII, LVIII, and LIX,
9. J. Liversidie: Furniture in Roman Britain, pp. 39 - 41,
10, J.D. Bestwick, op. cit.
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i Phae~ 3 haeg rovealed the centro pertiong of thesge game bulldlngse:
Eond although Aleturbance of the upper layere has destreyed much of

B~ lst~r Roman bulldings, the Trajanic - Antonine ( early to mid-
12t~ cocon? century) floors and beam sglots remainéd in gosd condition.
BThe Antonina floors wore of hoavy pobbleg and represent some ef the
Bmcet lrproceive romalne yot found in the Roman town.

g From this brief drecriptien of the nature of theewvldence
Bcollrcted in the lset eight years, 1t will be apparent that vuc koman
$occupation has left remarkably 1littlo in the way of permanent
Ectructural remaine. Thie is to be expected howewer, when we conslder
fthat tho area in Roman timecs was heavily wooded, stone not belng
Ereadlly avallable, thus the bulldings tend to be almost entlrely
ftimber, which leavere only slight traces, and can caslly be

®iicturbed bty later activity.

: The intenegive gtudy of thieg town as a soclal and ecsnomlce
funit in the nilitary and agricultural pattern of this part of the
i Roman province, 1ls only Juet beginning.-

3 Sc far, it 1s pogsible to =say that occupation began around

t 6C 4.D, poeslbly as a vicus of an auxillary fort, which was soon

§ abandoned, The prescnce of brine springs had already attracted

f the Iron Age population to take advantago of the ebttled state of

g Roman military supervision, by living and working in a Romanilsed

F ecttlerent, Even in ite earlicet phasce the town conglsted of

F bulldings of a reoctangular plan, all lying on an cast to west axis,
B quite unlike the circular and scattered arrangement of pro-Roman

£ Anelling eites.

; The north-south road, from Littlechecster (DERVENTIO) to

P farrington, where it crossrd the Mersey, and on inte Lancashire,

P "ac probably of Flavian-Trajanic origin 11, and formed the basis

E for ridbon Jevelopment for local tradere and artieans. Romanised

g oocupation may havo occurrd gt Widdlewich before thigs date, as

¢ tho preennce of sovarasl fragmente of the Samian form Dr. 29 suggeoet,
f togrther with mig-firet century coins, but no structural evidence

& hag, g8 yot, bren found.

g The town flourighed in the eercond century, and by thils time
g mor~ than one north-south stro~t appears to have been in rxistence,
¢ the plan following the usual system of parallel streete, signified
1§at Mifdlewich by the slignment and poeition of the gix groups of

f tulldinge co far locsted. As many as five are at pPﬂEOﬁt suspected.

: The prime industry was ealt, but iron, lead, and glass

l ObJocts wera algo manufacturaed, probably for gale to a sub-Roman

B rural farming cormunity on a wackly or monthly market basls. The

B uc~ of the word "induetry" must not conjure up theo large gecale
gproduction units of tho prosent day. The main industry of the
;anciont world wase agriculture, and anything ~lsc was on a much

g Tore locelleed bacle, such as the M1ddlowich salt production, carricd
£ out ty famlly groupe on tholr own promises. S

; A decline occured during the third centur which ms

.;Eho ceriece 1n the Hegtern Empire, but by tho nari} fourth ggn€;£10Ct
i “17dlewlich wae flourishing once more. fihat cauged the final Y

¥ abandonment of the town is not certain, but as yet no tfacé of a
‘?yiolont ~nd hag been found. Porhaps the asnswer lies in £hé oéonomi

| broakdown in the Province, which made the trade of the eottloment
t dccline, thue depriving the inhabitanks of their livelihood énd

¢ forcing them to return to agriculture in the surrounding couﬂtrydide.

* NOTES: 11, Prof, G.D.B. Jones, Roman Lancashire, Royal Archaecological
5 Institute, 1970. = 6 =
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