Great War Documents and Resources — Battle Honours

PRIVATE JOSEPH ARROWSMITH M., M,

Pte., Joseph Arrowsmith, Nentwich Road, Middlewich enlisted at

- 51941 11+ 15+

Private Thomas Bancroft, 21241, 11Uua, tt.,
Middlewich on the 20th. November, 1915, joining the Grenadier Livernool Remiment, is a native of Midélawich, and is 26
Guards (2nd. Batt.), end now belongs to the Mechine Gun Section. it o1, Prior to joininz the Army he worked at the Round-
After training he went to France on the 28th. August, 1916. house, Lessa, and aftsrwards on the L. & N. W, Railway at

He went through the Bettle of the Somme, going over the perapet S e
Liiverrool.

several times, and on one occasion got slightly wounded. e onlisted on 10th. Novembsr, 1914 at Liverpool, and want
3 an atac n th, N a 3, Y14 at 11V C y © -

On July 31lst. lest he wes in the Battle for Pilken Ridge in to Franes on 18th. May, 1915. His Battalion proca2d2d
which the British were succesgsful. He went over the top, &nd : straioht to Ynmas for about six months, afterwards coine to
susteined a shrapnel wound on the right side of the head. el Ciee to the Bovus. .

Instead of going to the dressing stetion he had the wound Tn ths Somme BBttls they followsd the King's Royal Rifles
bandaged up jcghex;e, and pluckily. carried on, helping with the over the parapst on the 18th. Augmst, 1916 to taks Nevil's
dressing of the wounded under fire, and carrying them a short Wood. Thay took all they wars ordera¢ to do, anc consolicatad
distence to the rear for the R, A. M., C. to pick up. His bravery their position. When they had finisghad there was only half
can better be imagined when it is stated that the CGermens were of thair numbar 1aft, ané only one officaer remainad. He
actively chelling them at the time, shells dropping all round was racommanded for tha Medal by the Tranch Mortar Battary of
him, and killing two of his compenions. After the battle the Fing's Royal Rifles, and the Ribbon was pinn2é on in

his Captain told him he should recommend him for the Militery France by Ganeral Coopar, As a proof of his modesty h2
Medal, and the Brigadier General of the Guards Division decorated informad me that he did not know oxactly how he had aarnad

him with the ribbon esbout a fortnight later. 3 tha distinction, but I elicited the fact that he had be=2n

Pte. Arrowsmith was in the battle for Passchendale Ridge in draaaing th2 wounded under fire.

October last in which his brother of the 4th, Batt. of the He returned from the Somme to Arras for the offensive last
Guards was unfortunetely killed when he first went in the trenches. Waster (9th, April), subsequently proceading to Ypres, whers
He hes raken part in several raids. He hesg fought side by thev wara standinez to for the purposa of reinforcing the
side with the French, his mechine gun being on the extreme right Ohashires at the tima Serzt, James Ruane of Middlewich zot
of the British line,next to the French, so that we mey say he wonnded,

has been the British Army's right-hand man!
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s the Army on 14th. May, 1917, ha:
amployed at the Elasctro Blesach & By-Prod cts
-« want to France in Octeber, 1817. Ha 1s in the
dachinas Gun Jorps, and has baen in ha.rc-fo;xgm angagoments at
Cambrai, Bullacourt, Armentieres and Scissons Woed,

On the 2lst, March last the enamy sent gas ovar ths British
Tines, and thie was followad by an intensa bombardment,, Tha
Garmans then attacknd, Pte. Backett perceived them comine over
th2 top, & warnad tha officers, & the cuns weras ot ont & ovanad
firae, Thay resisted the enemy for savaral hours, but two of
the Eosc}’xa ahal1s drovvad by tha ung, dblowing them uv and the
men with them, Their efficer, Liaut, Parcy, of Livaerpool, had
his hand blown off & his leg saveraely shattarad, Pte Backatt ‘
succeadad in gatting him away to the dressing station, Ha &
th2 off'icer ware th» oniy two who got clear, all the others baing
aither kilied or taken prisoner, two gun teams being capturad.
Pta, Backett himself got slightly woundad in tha shouldar.

Pte, Backatt then gallantly voluntesred to try to got a saction
of men out of a vrosition which was almost surrcunded by the
enamy, who had got round their laft flank, He got to them, and
found that tha Garmans had put som? of their guns oudt of mobtion
and they had had to taks cover in & dug-out. Ho I;d the

officar and men in a direction which enabied them to ancara

from th» oncoming anemy, who shortly afterwards took posssssion

of the rosition,

For his spilendid services, dons at graat risk, Pta

was awarded the Vilitary Madal.

l;cﬁ-'}o'l. Joseph Mlarice of Wab s Tena, '"1ddYawich was ona of tha
first in the town %o Join up, 2% ha =nlistad on +ha %lat, August,
1014, Ha want to Frencs fn th» following year, Wa wes postad
to the 27th, Fielé Ambulance of the R, 4, ¥, T,, & has basn in
tha line throughout thz2 War, Tha notabls engagamante ha took
pert in insluds tho Eattls of loos, th» Somme, & the fighting at
Ypras & Oamvral, Ha was attached to a famous Cighting Division -
tha 9th, Seottish,

On March 2lst. last thay ware axpacting tha sreat Gorman
offansive, The 21st, Division was on thair right. The Hune
openad their attack by mas-shellinz than for about five hours.
Lea=0rl1. Clarke'n mnit passad shout 400 stratcher casas through
in 24 hours. The eanemy aventually broka throush tha 21 at,
Division, but ths 8th, held thoir vosition, Thay then ot
ilolatnc,}u(& the fune ware creaping ronnd tham, Ordéaras wara
givan to rotraat, Tea<pl, Mlarka'as it had 40 stretoher c2328
on their hands, & it wrs nacosaery that soma shonld atay bahind
with tham, Voluntafra wara callaé for, & a Sargant, Lea="pl,
Olarke & two privetos couvragsously voluntansrad, Thay wara in
an old farm-house on 2 hill, devoid of cover of any kind, & ware
ghellad heavily all the time, baing cut off for sbout six hours,
Tha 4th, South Africans mads = countaretieck, and drova tha Huns
back towards the originel Iine, & thus 1iberata¢ thom, & thay
got all their casss 2way, About 23 Garman plans bombad & machine-
sunnad tham whila thay ware ratrating. Af'ter marchine a
considarabla distanca, thay haltad for o regt, & the anamy
drovpad four boms on huts whara thay wers shaltaring, Fach
bomb damolishad a hut, and 25 casualtiaa wara cauaad, Wor¢ came
that they muat avacuata, as ths Carmens wara marching a1l throuch
th» night, Again an sopeal was mada Tor véluntesrs, and asein
was it promptly ﬁmonﬂw to hy tha aame gallant quartatte,
Tha "nginesrs blaw wp a brides to ratard the enoamy, and e '™
brave beys hnd to carry tha cases end wada tha etroanm, Thay

mahas tha Nasmmifisa® mmalwhich atav bohind on a ratraat to

the @ an¢ 1irbers es bast thay could, end by thair coolnsas &

Lravery thay got all oftham mway, As thay claary¢ out of the

gtraot of ons village the Huns antered¢ st the other end of the

straat, Ona of thair party got woundad, Thay rosched the main

body aftar marching for thres hours.
Ths Fielé Ambulance was grasted for this kind of work, and
consaguantly such work doss net often coma in for rcoemition;
wut theirs wne out of the ordinary, and thoir vlucky conduct
was noted, and tha Bergeant was swardad tha D, 0, ¥,, and lLoe-Opl,
Dlarka and the two privates the M, M,
Tt shounld bo addad that two of Toa-Tn1, Tiarke's brothers
also joinsd up in 1914, and anothar “mothar anliated whon of am,
two baing in Frence, snd ons in Ysdopotamia, so that the family
sgoutolson rameimu untarnishad te raflsct the rays of that sun
which Las never satsovar this grast liberty loving Pmpira of ours,
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Le inks Join2d th2 8th., North Staffls in
Novambar, 1914, and want to Franc2 in July, 1915, whore he was
ultimataly transfarr2d to the West Yorks, H2 has a brothar in

Megsopotamia who was woimdad at the Dardenelles
Lee-Op1, Jinks has besn"over tha top"four times, On one

occagion he recaivec shrapnal wounds in tl albow and left log

anc¢ in Septr. last was badly wounded in the abdomen by shrapn
and oparated on at the front, He has se2n considerable fi
in different parts of the line.

J
Smrone—econasten-In VMay, 1917 there was a biz bombardment on,

the Garmans sending over larze numbars of zas and other shells,

For two days they prevented food from b2ing sont up Ho those in
the front Tine tranch. Lee~0pl, Jinks was the only on2 who
knaw the way to th2 trench, having taken messages thore as
Battalion Orderly; and the Mommanding Officar askad him to guide

a ration party to it. A party of about 80 men set off on a

ritch-dark nicht, At times ha thouesht he had lost the way on
t the Ly

accoimt of the niimerous shell-holes which had be>n made.

Just befora they ot to the communication trench, abont half-way
across. thev wars ghallad varv heavilv. tha anamv atar-ahalla
having revaaled them, One shell burst about Tive yearcs

behiné him, killing thre> of the party, and scatterinz tha

others, It was with congiderable difficulty that he managad
to get them together azain in the dark, and he coes not ta

to say that they had all naturally got "the wind up"” more or less

Fventually thoy deliverad most of tha bully beaf, biscuits and
water to tha front 1ine trench, thus 2nabling thes men in the
firine 1ine to hold 48 their positions, On their return the
Quartermastar S2rgaant informad tha officar, and heo racommended
him for th2 Military ¥adal,

Lea~"p1, Jinks wns also mentioned in Dispatches for carrying
a massass to the firing 1ine abont "hristmas, 197135 whan the
Germans hac¢ shelled the cormunications and destroysd all tha

t2laphons wires.

1h. . JOHN WOODBINE M. M.

Pte. Woodbine joined the Lencs. Fusiliers in Septr., 1914,
end after training was discharged on eccount, of foot trouble.
He however presented himself again at Menchester, and was
delighted when he wes accepted. He went for treining &
proceeded to France inl 1915 with the 12th. Manchesters.

He went through the bettle of the Somme end other prior
engagements, At Delville Wood he was severely wounded in the
heed & right shoulder, & it wes foared at one time that he
would lose his arm. After treatment in Devonshire hospitels
he returned to France in 1917.

He toek pert in the fighting et Arras, & on the night of
16th. Septr., 1917 he acted as & gtretcher bearer in a raid
by the whole mskaiiianm pettalion on the enemy's trenches for
the purpose of getting informetion, destroying machine .guns,
dug-outs, ;'aps ate. They inflicted 2 lot. of cesualties &
took meny prisoners. When returning the enemy shelled them
violently with trench morters. It wes while this shelling
wes going on that he brought in & sapper who wes badly wounded
& had been blinded, getting him down the communicetion trench
and scross No Men's Land as best he could. After putting
him in e shelter he went over sgain & fetched in & gergeant-
mejor who had both legs broken. soth are now recovering.
Afterwards before daybreek he brought in the bodies of several
who had been killed. Subsequently the Germens bombed their
wey down to the front line, so thet his plucky ection saved
the two men from being killed or teken prisoners. He wasg
recommended to the Captain by the platoon & sergeant, & awarded

the Military Medal on the 24th. Septr.



Great War Documents and Resources — Transport Battalion

CANATL CONTROL COMMITTEE,

(BoARD oF TrADE.)

MIDLAND SUB-COMMITTER

Norwicn UNtoN CHAMBERS,
Telegrams : Vivamus, Birmingham,

Telophone : Central 755, CoNGREVE StrE ET,

October 25th. 1947 BrrMiNauaar.

The 0.0, #idland Area Detachment, N - Setien & B
uath o Re i . £ : &)
oy Enj\nqq R{;t ; Salt Works,
Eduostional Offices, . Middlewich.
darzaret Bireet, BIRMINGHAM.

Dear Sirs:

Dear Sir,
=i P Tl 5702 With reference to the recent call here of
Tios el JONUS0D, fi0. DI024. Mr. Seddon Junior respecting men from the Transport Workers Batts
o & wledge reoel: £ your letier of o K
we beg to ackmowledge reoelpnt of your letl ¥ hsve tals mening heard from Wr. Morgan,
ve 's e with reference to the above, and we are extremely District Superintende_:nt of Coal Mines, §toke upon Trent
i e o : that there is a possibility of slack being carried by water
| pleased thet you will permit this man f;,o\v‘u‘on‘i-: with his «#1fe until from the Fenton Collieries to your Salt Works at I(iddlewich,
' : but that you state that you have no steerers to man the
the whole question of Soldier Boatmen's Wives 1s settled definitely. boats. X

Mr. Seddon Junior will remember that when he called
Obviously it 1s much more satisfactory for a man bto work here he was informed that we could furnish men from the
Transport Workers Battalion, but that we could not guarantee
that they were efficient boatmen, and he decided to talk

me boat doi the same work, and at the the matter over with his father and write to us further
life then to have two men on a bos ng . on the subject.

with his own Wife who hes been used to thaty kind of work all her

fame time reducing the wage of these men very considerably. e :
I might add that many Traders on the Midland

Yours truly, Canals are already using this class of labour and thab
b 4, with excellent results and I shall be glad to hear that you
HENRY SEDDON & SONS LID. I will make an effort to get the traffic to your works on
the Canal.

Yours faithfully,

Prr PrO H. HOWARD HUMPHREY®:

! CHAT Ru oy
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Middlewich Divisione

- - = netables € +he Psg ch
List of Persons willing to act as Special Cons ables for the Parisk

of Middlewich,

Charles Frederick Lawrence, Kinderton Street, Town Clerkes
Henry Cambridsze, Wheelock Street, Turniture Dealer.
Peter Croft, Wheelock Street, Confectioner,
Alfred Foster, Lower Street, Clogzer, €tcCe
George Mann, Hightown, Saddlers
John Hurst, dightown, Clo izer.
John Walton, VWantwich Road, CGrocer, etce
Peter Wakefleld, Holmes-Chapel Road, Labourer,

) / —_

/’/
/
Police Officse, ’ /

ek

Middlewich,

29th November 1917. Superintendent.
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{¥1o) - offo GRS &L IS DEFENCE OF THE REALM REGULATIONS. Regulation No. 41a.
y List of Male Employees between the ages of 18 and 41.
: (See Imstructions overleaf.)
Name and Address of Employer - :
1 2 2a 3 4 5 6

é ’ =223 EE “ If in possession of ax

i e e |= é;;:?’ - QEE | Dnmn?fant him to exemption
| (If registered under the National (2% g | fitﬁ i i ebn)g;gr:se . e S b

Name and Initials ngllslfsr::t“&;\f: gtoltuh;;"z‘i‘;’e“ z §_§ ;1 iz H §'] | employer If Attested insert

R B |

i—

G

—@—? - 2F 3

£ : i
i‘ i .23’" 32 -3/ é:'
2 o - las L SR
4 s o ‘CQ«W SR 7
T % —tralin - wb- oY
Zin | - s -é.ﬁ;ﬂﬁ[ﬂﬂ__ 4r = NG

| | . >
2l a | - b it Gplan. | Srickarsen

|45 :

K
E@

ARRRARRRRRRRAR

4o (Durta }.

s R R R

fk
&

[a]

10th December,19l5.

LOCAL TRIBUNAL.

List of men whom we have applied to be treated as “starred

men,"

on the grounds that they are engaged in

and are indispensable.

Name .

7 George Noden,

“ J.M.Robinson,

» JehnHigainsen,
v J.G.Manley,

v James Bannaghan,
¥ George Beckett,

7 James Graven,

*—Semuwet—HtEld,
v L.Edwards,

v/ I.H.Wilson,

v C.Jackson,
v Ed. Clarke,

* Paddip—fiat,

Address.

White Horse Alley,
Middlewich.

2 Flag Alley,
Middlewich.

SY Lewin St,
Mid;Ai"H .

33 Booth Lene,
Middlewich.

Seddon St.
Middlewich.

Croxton Lane,
Middlewich.

BrigkEekxexx
35 Brooks Lane,
Middlewich.

Frias Attey,
Sy SN

7 Sea Bank,
Middlewich.

Cledford,
Middlewich.

Croxton Lane,
Middlewich.

Chester Road,
Middlewich.

7‘W—ﬁ-1‘_. >
Jid—dtewieh.

a reserved occupation

If attested

Occupation. under Lord
Derby scheme.
Assistant
Lumpnman. 2. Ohs.
Lofter. 1 Yes

Foreman

Bricksetter.9. No
Bricksetter.4. Yes
Bricksetters y
Labourer. 12, '»o?f‘,"
Ei!cﬂ: ‘<
disck 10— FeESET 2—*— ?
= v v

ol %. Yes

Horse Driver3.
Yes

Bag man etc.8 Yes
Coach Painter.5. Yes.
Shipping 0‘1;“7”-4 hoedusatly
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AIDDLEWICH
HERITAGE TRUST

BRANCHES,

LONDON.THE LONOON SALT COLP CAMBERWELLS.E."=
ALSO AT LIVERPOOL. MANCHESTER &c

Telegrams, by
“SEDDON,MIDDLEWICH" 64

Telephone 10.

o"&
| pe
M CONTRACGTORS TO of

'RaLTy & WAR

MANUFACTURERS OF

ALL QUALITIES OF SALT.

_ SPECIALITIES,
X.LC.RICHEESE SALT,

S FACTORY FILLED & FISHERY SALT.

Middlewich Local Tribunal.

Voluntarily attested men’s Applications for
Certificates of €xemption.

Applications ON GROUNDS OTHER THAN
THAT MEN ARE IN CERTIFIED OCCUPATIONS
must be delivered to the undersigned NOT LATER THAN
TEN DAYS AFTER the issue by the Military Authorities
of a Public Notice calling up the Groups in which the men
are placed. The date of issue is printed AT THE TOP
of the Public Notices.

Applications for individual Certificates of Exemption
BY OR IN RESPECT OF MEN_IN CERTIFIED OCCU-
PATIONS must be so delivered NOT LATER THAN
SEVEN DAYS AFTER INDIVIDUAL Notice has been
sent to the man by the Military Authorities calling him up
for service with the colours.

Applications in respect of men ATTESTED AFTER PUBLIC NOTICE
must be delivered NOT MORE THAN TEN DAYS AFTER THE DAY ON
WHICH THE MEN WERE ATTESTED.

Applications for the RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATES must be made
before the date on which the Certificates cease to be in force or not
later than seven days after individual notice from the Military
Authorities calling men up for service with the colours.

C. F. LAWRENCE,

Town Hall, Middlewich. Clerk.

W. Clarke, Printer, Middlewich.
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AN OUTLINE OF
THE

MILITARY SERVICE ACT.

1. Q. To whom does the Act apply? 4. To single men. The Act applies to every man of
military age ordinarily resident in Great Britain on August 15th last, who was 18 or over on that date and
who will be under 41 on March 2nd, 1916, who (on November 2nd, 1915) was unmarried or a widower
without any child dependent on him. The Act applies also to any male British subject who since August
15th has become or hereafter becomes ordinarily resident in Great Britain.

2. Q. To whom does this Act NOT apply ?

A. (1) Men in Great Britain ordinarily resident in the Dominions or Colonies, or resident here
merely for their education or some other special purpose ;

(2) Members of His Majesty's Regular or Reserve Forces, or of the forces raised by the Govern-
ments of His Majesty’s Dominions, and members of the Territorial Force who are liable for
foreign service, or who, in the opinion of the Army Couneil, are not suited for foreign service ;

(8) Men in the Royal Navy and Royal Marines, or men who are recommended for exception by
the Admiralty;

(4) Clergymen, Priests and regular Ministers of any Religions Denomination ;

(5) Officers and men in the Army or Navy who have been discharged in consequence of disable-
ment or ill-health ;

(6) Time-expired men from the Army and Navy;

(7) Men who have offered themselves for enlistment and have been rejected since August 14th,1915;

(8) Men who hold a certificate of exemption—see 4 below.

8. Q. How does the Act affect men not excepted as above? A. Every such man on
Thursday, March 2nd, 1916, will be deemed to have enlisted for the period of the War, and to have been
transferred to the Reserve. If he considers that he is entitled to exemption, he can apply for a certificate
of exemption.

4. Q. Who is entitled to exemption ?

4. Any man who can prove to the Local Tribunal :—

(1) That instead of being employed in military service it is expedient in the National interests
(a) that he should be engaged in work in which he is habitually engaged or () in which
he wishes to be engaged or, (¢) if he iz being educated or trained for any work, that he
should continue to be so educated or trained :

(2) That if he became a soldier serious hardship would follow owing to his exceptional financial
or business obligations or domestic position :

(8) That he is in ill-health or infirm :

(4) That he has a conscientious objection to combatant service. The certificate of exemption
may be from combatant service only, in which case the man would not be exempt from
service in a non-combatant unit, such as the Army Medical Corps. It may be made a
condition of exemption that the applicant is, or will be, engaged in work which in the
opinion of the Local Tribunal is of national importance.

LOCAL TRIBUNAL

For the Urban District of Middlewich

NOTICE is hereby given that forms of Claims and applications in
respect of the following can be obtained from the Clerk to the Local Tribunal :—

Claims for postponement of the calling up for Service of attested men,

(Section II) The Tribunal will deal with employers’ claims if the place
of employment is within the Urban District, and with men’s personal claims
if such men reside in the District. Notices of claims may be delivered at
any time after the attestation of a man, but not later than ten days after the

issue of a Proclamation calling up the group in which the man is placed.

Applications by unstarred men, whether attested or not, employed in

the Urban District, or by their employers, that such men should be treated

as starred men on the ground that they are actually engaged in an occupation
which has been regarded as a starred occupation for the purposes of the

National Register, (Section VI.)

Notices required to be sent to the Local Tribunal shall be sent to
the Office of the Clerk of the Middlewich Urban District Council, Town Hall,
and may be delivered at or sent by post to that Office.

Dated this twenty-ninth day of November, 1915.

C. F. LAWRENCE,
Clerk to the Local Tribunal.

W. H. Williams, The Electric Press, Middiewich and Winsford.
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AGE TRUST
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o TO ONE I LOVE.
Krlegsgﬂfangﬂnﬁnlager Remembrances are ever sweet
And I remember you,
7 4 e B St T 191é o And long to come back home again
leburg’ e Lf To my little girl so true.
A / - / p /
}\-‘/',”/!,rv 7/ 7 / .................. —.,./ ....................
el 2 s 0. Ao tdetle Al L2 LU A
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