aJdw3 uewoy ay) SpEe0ISS04D Jofew e Awly uewoy ay} jo
¢1043u0d Yydinyd ul uolibijal painoney sulewsaJ yoIms|ppIiA S)JIOM }jes wawibal Aleljixne Awe uewoy sy} Aq
Julejig uewoy, Jspun sx3lom e se pasiubooal g paulosp Aq pajeuiwop pajjuewsip UE 10} YJIMS|PPIIA Ul YoIM3|PPIN Ul HINg urepsg jo

JO pug 1/es yoima|ppI Auuensuyo aABY SYIOM }|BS UoIMa|pPIN 110} yoIMa|ppIN 1jINq 110} Jusuew.Iad dweo Atesodwa UOISBAU| UBWOY

av osv-oov av os€ av e av 00€ § Av 0S¢-0S1 av oci av oL av sy av ev

jwy*Bip-[enyaiA-nuwyn-Bio-abejLIay-ydIMa|ppIl MMM

jwiy-yoed-sjooyas-nuwn-610-abejiay-ysimajppiurmmm "SJ91jU0l} UJBYLION 8y}
jwiy ssadoad-ued-uado-nuwyjjes-uoijonpoajul-nuw/yn-b1o abeyay-yosimajppiummm spJemoy ybnouy} buissed sdoouy
. . Auew uaas aABY p|NOM YOIM3|PPIA
¢pul noA ues jeypp 869109 . d :
allysayn Yinos Aq pajealo Bip [enuiA e 1e ob e aaey pue e e usym pouad ayy sem siy L
soed s80IN0S8. S|00YDS }|BS pUE [BUBD BY} 88S 0S|y SJUSWIS|JSS MU Y} JO UOHBWIO} Y} YIm ablaws ‘sjuswibal Aleljixne pasnoy aAey
0} uebaq yoIma|ppl\ uiepow jo sbujuuibaq ayy Aew 110} 8y} ‘qy AInuad 1si1y 8y} Jo pus ay) Ag

¢SONLBIILIS pue ‘Jaje| Ainjuad \ 'SAMod pue eliquinylion Jo

SeoueIoP Gdul eije ‘eﬁj"" Seumiuso Woc - Wizl Sul UIleyIey usamiaq aileq e o} anp Aiojuis) ysijbug Kem Aesior
Jo ssao0.d ued uado ay) 88s 0] SyUl| 8y} MO||0- ! ! !
‘ B PaIdA0JSIP aloM SHJO eg AJeyl|iN uewo

sued ouy vl Bunowws yes  12ES PUE SIISEQ UlJ[Es jo uojeyiodsueiy ‘9 uIyum |18} 1t usym ‘Aumusd yi2 Ajies ayj iun os ) pee:)S eﬁjg . )iu Molj uSOO Mlél'lv}lw 19 uér:

ouy Bumous Bupjar mespuy fq 1S WO RAOWSL o1 odee Bunasliod g paulewsal }| 'SAMod Jo wopBury ysilg o180 8y} 5 | I'€cl0c Ul Bl } . Hiiw Jop
SRR s J0 1ed 811205 BIUSALD PUE ‘UG Ul (04109 SAIGHEH 16 10f ouBLe1ed S1ow & 1 Ko 1y

R UBWOY JO pua 8y} Mes Qy AInuad yig AjlJes ay | ‘ _ :

Ul yue)-Buipjoy wouy peAOﬁ:zj“slgoe:l!jS'z 'I(I!UI']UJUJOO UBNSLIYD [ED0] BU} JO [0JU0D By} Japun 0/ punoly ‘03040 pue aue( SIaAlY ay] pue }aallS
-Buipjoy Ul paoa]|09 si Bunids wouy sulg | usaq aAey Aew pue sued pes| BU!SH ‘poylow 6/1{”){ aJlnjnj ayj Jo 1%|Od BU!S?‘OJO 9yl pJenS 0}
\ ssao0.d Bupjewsjes uewoy ayp uj sabelg uewoy sy Aq pasedaid [s Sem Jjes ‘swn Siy) dwed Asesodws) e }Inq A|geqoud Awle uewoy ay)

1Y 199415 BuIy| BUO|E A11SNpUI 5BOS-|[EWS € O} usym ‘gqy 8% punole uebaq Juswa)les UeLWOY

pauloap pey Bupjiomyes ‘qy Ainjusd yiy ayy Ag "IIAOUJI0D) B} JO 8qL} 21380 8y} Jo AJ0}14I8) UIBylIou
ay} ulI sem uolbal ay) aiep sy} 1y "aby uod| ay) ul
9|doad |eoo| 0] Jueliodwi a1om
sbulds aulq |Bo0| 8y} se ‘paALLe
SUBWOY 8Y) 810480 Y2IM3|PPIN
1e JUBWI8S B sem alay |

'sp|al4 Aesiar je punoy osje
“sjuej-Buipjoy suug uewoy v

= "8sn |euUIDIpaW IO} pue

pPOO0J INOABJ} 01 UMOIB sem Japuelio) ‘Agieau maib
yoojway pue Auiagdsel ‘Aliaqlop|d a1 Spaam
pue ‘umolb alam jJeaym pue S}eo Se Yyons S|ealad
2JoUM ‘suwlie) pue spue|poom

AVWOY L3 vy VAL
3 \Z
AR E] WAJJN’)S)_!U 13 WI\J.dl‘d)’S‘;Z

)- SALYOXA Ut fiwiy Wiavwy 13
O HiINWY Y
11V o1y o

SANIN
\ 1sBuowe poojs j| (SIoA BY} JO | “::’iavvgf;{%%':":’V"é'.’f{{g;v‘"‘vrq;
| 90UBN|JUOD BU} 1B B0.Id,) SEPUOD  cummmstayis b
/ U9 9ABY OS|e PN0D Jl YBNOY) o2 hor thvumasisuitn s i3,
‘(,syu0Mm)ES,) SBUIRS UBWOY B}

YlIM palnuap! U)o si YoIma|ppI

‘Bunosiep |elow ybnoay)

apew spul Juepodwi se [jam

Se ‘UMO} 8y} Ul sjaLig-Buiyoiem
pue sAaains ‘sbip |eaibojoseyole
o o1t 10 S21I8S B Uda( Sey a1ay} SQ96 )
= gy S81NjuUad Uiy pue pig 8yl ol !;;,?‘,:V i e SiesLISngReaENDIAIepEL]
PANUINUOD 9S8} PUE ‘BUINIOM JOUIED| PUB BUINBDM | 5 b wmotant ! syl 12 oy L RIS | UG
/ Uigl 8yj 8duls YoIms|ppIA ul spewl

L3 W30 SHUILNOH0Y L3 saqung sy
c ‘BuijIOM[B)BW SB UYONS ‘PAMOJ|0) S)JBID JByj0 "aw

"SHJOM }|ES UBWOY Jo ed

‘KINjuad 5,z A1IES / 1| B3| DY}

0} saje( "sp|ald Aesier je [lom

aupg paull Jaquiy ayy Buenooun
R T

ANVLIYW 100 7A91L103d O 43 SAGILUADT 4 g

A SO il g1 iiiA LVAS3 404 HINASIL

< L oy 18 Jonpoud B|qen|eA & — Jjes Buijoe.xe oy pasn | A SEXeg) SAL] X phierial]o) LIS
— RN — alom sBulds aulq [einjeu sy} a1eym ‘19a.S Bury .
HOIMATAAIN 1V Buoje padojanap Juswaias bulisng v “8ALUY} SHIHHA‘ODSI@
! N - 0] panuiuod UMO] 8y} INg ‘QV 0EL PunoJe Jno
@iIonaodd SVM LTVS MOH panow Awue 8y} usym pajjuewlsip Sem 110) ay | FJVWOH
FOLLOW THE TRAIL TO THE ROMAN MIDDLEWICH THE ROMAN
UNCOVER THE STORY OF PROJECT MIDDLEWICH TRAIL
ROMAN MIDDLEWICH The Roman Middlewich Project was originally
The information panels reveal the history a partnership between Cheshire County
and layout of the Roman town, and show Council, Congleton Borough Council, Gifford

how Middlewich might have looked in and Partners, Middlewich Heritage Society
Roman times. and Middlewich Town Council, and was

o . supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund with
The trail is just over one mile (1.8km) long, the assistance of Historic England.
and will take about an hour and a quarter

to complete. It is firm underfoot, but stout For more information contact
footwear is advisable. Most of the trail is Middlewich Heritage Trust on 01606 833434

accessible to people with limited mobility, or email middlewich.heritage.trust@gmail.com

but where it is not, an alternative route is
available. The trail passes by the Big Lock
pub where refreshments are available. 15 AL
Please consider local residents by
parking in designated car parks and not
in residential areas. — \PRESTON

Guided tours and an illustrated guidebook
Roman Middlewich — A Story of Roman and
Briton in Mid Cheshire are also available.
Contact Middlewich Heritage Trust for
further information. An exhibition of Roman
discoveries from Middlewich may be

seen in Middlewich Library during normal -.
opening hours. -i-_};v:nTCHUHCH
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settlement, south of where King Street crosses
the River Croco. Roman troops would have
passed this way to and from the northern frontier
between 48 and 130 AD.

This is the southern edge of the Roman
settlement, around the point where the King
Street crossed the River Croco. Middlewich was
at the busy junction of six important Roman roads.
Here lies evidence of round houses belonging to
the Cornovii tribe.

Modern King Street (and New King Street) follows
the line of the Roman road north to Wilderspool,
near Warrington, the lowest crossing point of the
Mersey. By 150 AD King Street was lined on both
sides by salt works and associated trades.

Between 48 and 68 AD, the Roman Army was
active in the Middlewich area and a temporary fort
was built at Harbutt’s field. At this point a side road
branched off King Street towards the front gate of
the fort on the South side.

During the Roman campaigns against the
Brigantes in the early 70s AD, King Street
became a major military route to the North. Its
course is marked by the line of trees to your right.
A fort was built at Harbutt’s field to command the
river crossing and control the local brine springs.
You are standing at its south east corner.

You are facing the front gates of the Roman fort.
In plan it was like a playing card, and covered
about 3.5 acres (1.4 hectares). It contained a
timber headquarters building, commanding
officer’s house, granaries and barrack-blocks.
These were enclosed by a turf rampart, timber
palisade fence and defensive ditch. It housed a
unit of auxiliary (non-Roman) troops, as well as
the administrators.

You are now standing at the North gate, facing
south across the fort towards the Vicus, (the
smallest unit of ancient Roman municipal
administration, consisting of a village or part of

a town). If you look to your right you can see that the fort
stood on raised ground above the River Croco. There

is sustained building activity in the late 1st and early 2nd
centuries and the settlement continued to grow along King
Street. Evidence suggests that field boundaries were still
aligned to the fort into the third and fourth centuries.

The Roman Army had left the fort at Middlewich by about
130 AD, and a large settlement developed alongside King
Street. You are looking across the River Croco towards
the civilian salt works. Although saltworking was the main
activity, there is evidence of both leatherworking and
iron-smithing. King Street’s importance is emphasised

by the fact that it was re-aligned in the time of Emperor
Hadrian (119 to 138 AD). This was a well-used and well

maintained road from Wroxeter to Wilderspool.

MIDDLEWICH SALT ‘
AND THE ROMAN LEGACY |

A Roman quartermaster
barters with a local
Cornovian tribesman for
salt to be supplied to the
soldiers. A fort is under
construction at Harbutt’s
field in the background.
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By the middle of the 2nd century,
large salt works had developed along
King Street, (King Street Industrial
estate today). Here, brine is being
lifted from a timber-lined holding
tank, and on the right a brine kiln is
being used. Jars for storing brine
waste are scattered around the yard.
A military officer is keeping records.

The picture of the fort illustrates the type of
buildings that would have been built within its
walls. The geophysical survey of 1993 highlights
the defensive ditches (where the path now lies),
the gateways and the internal roads which are
aligned to a principal building in the centre which
is why the roads are off-set.

A group of Roman soldiers
upgrades King Street,
under the watchful eye

of a cavalry patrol. In

the background are the
ditches, turf ramparts and
timber defences of the
Roman fort.
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