1894 Murgatroyd's Ammonia Soda Works becomes
Brunner-Mond’s Middlewich Alkali Works.
Closed 1962.

1914 During the First World War the canal system,

-18 especially around Cheshire, Manchester and
North Wales plays a pivotal role in supporting
the war effort, supplying heavy industry with
raw materials such as salt. Middlewich bleach
works has a more sinister role, by manufacturing
chlorine "“mustard” gas for the war effort.

1937 ICl buys the Salt Union. Over the years it
has closed all works except for its mine at
Meadowbank, Winsford.

1947 The canals are nationalised. The canal continues
to transport salt, coal and dairy products but
road freight is more effective. The canals fall into
commercial decline.

1969 British Salt Co acquires the Booth Lane site,
which is now the last surviving saltworks in
operation at Middlewich.

The story of a canal and salt town is long and complex.
The trail allows you to explore the unique history of the
town and uncover many of its little known Facts.

The information panels reveal a thriving market town
during the industrial age.

‘9961 Ul 24nSO]d [UN SINUIUOD pue uonetado
suibaq s)4op 3jes ued uadQ s,pAonjebinyy  88L

*s)lom Auew jo ainsopd ayy

ybnouy) yaxiew ayy sasijiqe)s 3| “uonnadwod

JeO0JY3-IND JO 3dBJ dY) Ul j|es JoJ d1id Jiej e
and31yde 0) paubisap ‘pawiioy sl uoluf Jjles 888L

*1edA yoea j|es Jo suoj
000'pL Budnpoad uonesado ui sued jjes uaayl 8/8lL

"aul| 3yB1a4y e Ajutel “YaIm3|ppIN
0] sBWo0d Aemjiey u4aisa\-YyrIoN 3 uopuol /98l

*mo.b 03 sanunuod
3s9.9)ul [_IJSWWO) “Aem|iey a41ysp.iojjers
yyaop ayj Aq aano udje) si Assaay pue juaa) 3yl /8L

‘Aasiop

pue juai] ayj YIim |eue?) uolun aaiysdoays ayy

JO Yyoueuq Ya21mappI Y3 sHul] J33em Jo Yd3ails

J10ys siy] ‘(jeue) ajpaepy) ,3n) Map, ayj :sjeued
3s9)40ys S,ulejlig Jo duo uo pajd|dwod s Mo €581

*1e3A yoes pasnpoud

aJe j|es Jo suoj 000’0l Puno.ly dueq ayj uo

'abplig 1JOIOSUIARY JE SBM SUBLIEDS "SOMOT pue

S,l|_YSUSH ‘S,uUouId)\ PJ0T ‘s )00) ‘s,ylioMmsay)

Buipnppul apis |eued uo G ‘uondnpoud ul j13s a4e

S$)40M J|es XIS “uMmo) Jo Jued wid)ses ayj ybnoayy
6unInd ‘pa3ajdwiod si jeued A3sIBN puejuaal a3yl ///1

lleysuaH ybnH Aq paysiuly si [eue) ayj uo 34om
Buridauibua buluiewa. ay) ‘saip Asjpurig sswe( z//L

*?aJno. |eued pasodoad

3Y) Uo papn|dul 3q 03 YdIM3|PPI 10J 3sed d3Y)

piemuoj 6unind poomabpap yeisof 03 sajlIm
U2IM3|PPIW JO uewd|juab ‘ueweas welim  69LL

*Judd] JIAIY dY) pue Adsiapy
3YJ UaaMjaq Jjul| jeued pasodo.d ay) jo suolydas
shanins Asjpulig sawe( Jaauibud jeue)y syl 8s/1L

*1edA ypea jjes Jo suo) 065's npo.ad Ady)

wayj udamjag (yoes ued |) buriemuiey sspey)

I\ ‘uojuou) abaoan W ‘pPIRYPIO AN ‘(sued

[) uolidpury jo uoaeg ‘(sued z|) s4om umoj
3Y] ‘YIIMI|PPI J0j PaIsl| dJe SHIom Jes dAl]  G/9L

ANTTANAIL

El B E3E3 E3

Journey through time..

The trail will take around 12hours to complete
but it can be done in sections. The trail extends
across the historic core of the town as well as
along the canalside. Stout footwear is advisable
as the ground surface is sometimes uneven.

The trail is best done in dry weather although

The trail includes architecture and town
heritage. Additional information and discussion
on these particular aspects can be found in the
accompanying booklet.

To get the most enjoyment out of walking by the
canal, please take care by the canalside edge and
give consideration to other canal users.

Although the main industries of past Middlewich
are long gone, the Canal & Salt trail and range of
heritage literature will show what the industrial
landscape looked like during the town'’s
industrial zenith.

Whilst embarking on the trail, look out on your

- walk for the rich and varied wildlife. Occupying

the canal areas are a variety of wild fowl, voles,
frogs and birds. If you are lucky you may even
see a kingfisher or two. Growing next to the
canal towpaths is a mixture of seasonal wild
flowers including marigolds, butterbur, gorse,
guilder-rose, red champion and primroses.

A picnic area can be found at Croxton Park,

Toilet facilities can be found at Town Bridge,
directly behind the Wharf Cottage on
Leadsmithy Street.

Fancy refreshments? Visit the historic pubs on
Queen Street and Lewin Street or give yourself

a halfway break and stop at either the Newton
Brewery or The Big Lock pubs, just off Webbs Lane.
There are some excellent Café’s in Middlewich
located on Wheelock Street.

The main shopping centre offering a wide range
of local produce, crafts and general amenities,
is located along Lewin Street, Hightown and
Wheelock Street.
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during wet weather the towpath is still navigable.

located near Information Board No. 10 on the trail.

MIDDLEWICH
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Take a journey through time...
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1. By the 13th century Middlewich had borough status, St
Michael and all Angels was not built until the 14th century.
Many trades operated as they do today along Wheelock
Street and in the market area known as the “King’s Mexon”.
During this period 100 “Wych-houses"” (salt works) operated
along the banks of the River Croco, separated from where
people lived at Newton and Kinderton, and supplied by
two brine wells. The salt was transported overland by
packhorse and wagon and was heavily taxed. Salt was
particularly valuable as a food preservative, used in the
manufacture of cheese, and for curing meat especially to
provide a supply over the winter months.

. Away from the medieval
core of the town, Middlewich
boasts a varied architectural
heritage and this reflects its
social history, especially in
the way the town was divided
up into rich and poor areas.
Along Queen Street residences
include Georgian, Regency and
Victorian architecture.

Map dated 1875
Middlewich in its
industrial heyday
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10. Croxton viaduct was initially
completed in May 1777 under the
famous engineer James Brindley.
The current aqueduct, however,
was constructed around 1930, and
due to subsidence and engineering
problems, was the third structure
to be constructed across the
river. A flint mill, grinding flint | _ . %
for pottery manufacture, operated : 2 . T
from about 1810 to 1910 between . i . i
the river and the canal. : " P - —

4. Although planned in 1772
the Middlewich Branch of the
Shropshire Union Canal was
finally completed in 1829. It
is the only inland east-west
connection between the Mersey
and Stafford and runs for 10
miles. A narrow path runs from
the canal towards the church
and medieval town. 19th century
maps name this path as Wood's
Alley, and the mature trees that
line it show that it was a more
ancient route, which was cut
when the canal was constructed,
and passed Newton Hall and St
Michael’s church, on its way to
the river crossing.

5. This length of the Wardle canal
is one of Britain’s shortest,
measuring only 35m. This short
section links the Trent & Mersey
Canal with the Middlewich
Branch of the Shropshire Union
Canal and was finally opened
in September 1833. Prior to the
construction of the ‘New Cut’
(as it was called) and because
of company rivalry, goods had
to be transported from the

. The number of wharves and
associated buildings along the
Middlewich Canal network
suggest that the town was an
important ‘port’ and trading
place. The ‘Town’ wharf was
the main trading port dealing
with over twenty eight canal
carriers. Situated on the old
bridge was the Navigation Inn,

a public house offering a range
of services including a brewery,
traveller accommodation,
stabling and to the rear was
Malpas Wharf, storing and selling
corn, hay etc

. The Three Lock system

is located close to Canal
Terrace. Navigation becomes
complicated at these locks, here
in the centre of Middlewich.
The Fall between the Top and
Bottom Locks is around 7.2m
(23'6")! All the lock systems
within the Middlewich area
date to the canal’s opening in
1777. Close to the industrial
estate at Maidenhills is a rich
wildlife area.

Shropshire Union Canal to the
Trent & Mersey Canal over this
short stretch of land. The main
commodities transported through
here were coal, dairy products,
agricultural lime and salt.




