
The Waterloo Medal – Richard Farrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and images supplied with kind permission by Ken Ray 

 

Further information added by Kerry Kirwan 

 

 

 

This copy is for reference only please do not remove 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage Certificate of Ralph Farrington and Hannah Hough, Richard’s parents. Note 

Ralph’s profession as a shoemaker. 1768. 

Richard is baptised in Middlewich 5th April 1785 

Richard marries Ann Stoneley in 1805. You can his mark instead of a signature, which means he 

cannot write. 

Two more documents are found for Richard and Ann, one of a birth of a son Ralph named after 

his father recorded 16th June 1807. The next document is a burial record of their son Ralph in 

1808. Was this the catalyst in Richard’s decision to enlist two years later? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The document above, holds information on Richard. 

Looking at all the documentation and early census records, it is clear that the Ann in the census is 

not the Ann he married in 1805. When married Ann Stoneley was 23 years old, three years 

Richard’s senior at the time. The Ann on the census, his wife, is 15 years younger. The possibility is 

that his first wife died shortly after their son died in 1808 and so the newly widowed Richard enlists 

in 1810. 



 According to the trade directories there are 13 boot and shoemakers in Middlewich for 1841. It is likely 

that Richard worked for Thomas Fairhurst on Hightown. Thomas is still prominent 10 years later but 

there’s no address listed for 1851. Richard is supplementing his income working as a letter carrier, the 

main post office for Middlewich is on Lower Street. Letters from London arrive 4.30am and are 

despatched every evening at 8.30pm. Letters from Chester, Liverpool, Ireland, and other parts arrive at 

1pm and are despatched 11.45am. Mail from Manchester, Liverpool and the North arrive 8am and are 

despatched at 12 noon. Foot post from Holmes Chapel arrive at 7pm and despatched at 6am. Winsford, 

Over etc. arrive 7.30pm despatched at 5am. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

List of kit given to each soldier  1 white jacket 

1 musket and bayonet   4 brushes, button stick, comb 

1 pouch and sixty rounds of lead ball  2 cross belts, pen, ink, and paper 

1 canteen and belt    pipe clay, chalk 

1 mess tin     2 tent pegs 

1 knapsack frame and bed   Weight of kit 53lbs 

1 blanket 

1 great coat     Additional food ration: 

1 dress coat     water in canteen 

2 shirts and 3 breasts    3 day’s bread 

2 pairs shoes     2 day’s beef 

1 pair trousers 

1 pair gaiters 

2 pairs stockings 



Peninsular War, Spanish Guerra de la Independencia (“War of Independence”), (1808–14), that part of 

the Napoleonic Wars fought in the Iberian Peninsula, where the French were opposed by British, Spanish, 

and Portuguese forces. Napoleon’s peninsula struggle contributed to his eventual downfall; but until 1813 

the conflict in Spain and Portugal, though costly, exercised only an indirect effect upon the progress of 

French affairs in central and eastern Europe. The war in the Peninsula did interest the British, because their 

army made no other important contribution to the war on the continent between 1793 and 1814; the war, 

too, made the fortunes of the British commander Arthur Wellesley, afterward duke of Wellington. 

Peninsular War | Definition, Battles, Dates, Significance, & Facts | Britannica 

In summary, Napoleon tried to make economic war against Britain by summoning the Portuguese to close 

their ports to the British and declare war on Britain. When Portugal refused, Napoleon ordered an army to 

march on Portugal. 

Napoleon also forced Ferdinand VII of Spain to abdicate. On May 2nd, 1808, the people of Madrid had risen 

against the invader and the Spanish independence had begun.  

British forces landed in 1808, various battles raged and by 1809 Lisbon was under British rule. 

From his base in Portugal, which he had successfully defended, Wellington in 1812 began his gradual 

advance into Spain. His defeat of Marshal Jean-Baptiste Jourdan at the Battle of Vitoria on June 21, 1813, 

finally decided the issue in the peninsula. Joseph Bonaparte withdrew from Spain, and Wellington fought 

his way across the Pyrenees into France (August 1813). Napoleon, after his crushing defeat at Leipzig 

(October 16–19, 1813), recognized the impossibility of retaining his hold on Spain and released Ferdinand, 

who had been detained by the French at Valençay since his abdication in 1808. In March 1814 Ferdinand 

VII returned to Spain and the throne. 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Napoleonic-Wars
https://www.britannica.com/place/Iberian-Peninsula
https://www.britannica.com/topic/war
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Arthur-Wellesley-1st-Duke-of-Wellington
https://www.britannica.com/event/Peninsular-War


 



 



Battle at Quartre Bras 16th June 

The French commanded under Marshal Ney failed to drive the Duke of Wellington’s forces off the Quatre 

Bras cross-roads.  However, the Allies were forced to retreat north, up the Brussels road to the village of 

Waterloo, due to the defeat of the Prussians, under Marshal Blucher, by the Emperor Napoleon in the 

linked battle of Ligny, a few miles to the south-east of Quatre Bras. 

The Emperor Napoleon’s plan was to attack the Prussian army, while Marshal Ney was to seize the Quatre 
Bras crossroads, to prevent Wellington coming to Blücher’s assistance. Ney would then attack the 
Prussians in the rear, completing the destruction of Blücher’s army. 

Napoleon expected Ney to occupy the Quatre Bras cross-roads during the afternoon of the 15th of June 
1815. For some unexplained reason, Ney failed to do so. One of Wellington‘s officers, the Prince of Saxe-
Weimar, arrived at Quatre Bras with a small force of infantry and guns. Recognising the importance of the 
cross-roads, Saxe-Weimar remained there. 

During the night of 15th June 1815, Napoleon formulated his plan of attack on the Prussian army, which 
was forming up around Ligny, in Napoleon’s line of advance. 

Napoleon re-emphasised to Ney the importance of seizing the Quatre Bras cross-roads without delay the 
next day. 

On the morning of 16th June 1815, the French army began its attack on the Prussian positions around Ligny. 

If Ney complied with his orders, he would take the cross-roads and launch a devastating attack on the rear 

of the Prussian right wing at the point when Blücher’s men would be fully committed, dealing with the 

heavy French frontal assaults. 

Despite his instructions, Ney failed to act with urgency, and it was not until late morning that he began his 

move on the cross-roads. By this time, a substantial number of allied units had arrived from the Brussels 

area. Ney found himself unable to make any headway against the troops holding Quatre Bras. The fighting 

continued for the rest of the day. 

At one point Ney launched a charge by a brigade of Kellerman’s cuirassiers. The British 69th, 30th and 
33rd Regiments of Foot were swept aside in the assault, suffering significant casualties, but in turn the 
French cuirassiers, unsupported, were repelled and retreated in confusion, taking much of Ney’s force with 
them. 

Ney was unable to take Quatre Bras and his failure to attack Blücher’s flank prevented Napoleon from 
defeating the Prussians conclusively, thereby preventing them from taking any part in the Battle of 
Waterloo the next day. 

In the event, the intervention of Blücher’s armies was a decisive factor in the Emperor’s final and 
conclusive defeat at Waterloo. 

Casualties at the Battle of Quatre Bras: 4,700 allied casualties against 4,300 French casualties in Ney’s 
force. 

Battle of Quatre Bras (britishbattles.com) 

 

 

https://www.britishbattles.com/napoleonic-wars/battle-of-quatre-bras/


 

 



 The location of Waterloo, just south of Brussels 

Listing of the Light company Grenadier Guards, Lt. Colonel Lord Saltourn’s Company 



The Waterloo medal 

The Waterloo medal was the very first British medal awarded to all ranks taking part in a 

campaign. It was designed by T. Wyon Jnr and was the first to mechanically name every 

recipient. 

 

Have you come across Richard Farrington in your family tree? 

Richard and Ann had no children, and we know some of his relations moved to 

Staffordshire, but we would like to know of anyone from the Middlewich branch of the 

family. 

If you think you might be related, please get in contact, we would like to hear from you. 

Email: heritage@middlewich.org.uk 

Phone: 01606 833434 

mailto:heritage@middlewich.org.uk

